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REAL MEN ...

“There are no ordinary people. You have never talked
to a mere mortal ... Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself,
your neighbor is the holiest object presented to your
senses.” [C. S. Lewis]

Real Men -- made in the Image of God.

Real Men -- made for the sacred essences of life: work,
family, community.

Real Men -- made to reign, to multiply, to rule, to be
fruitful, to have dominion, to subdue, to cultivate -- doing
all as co-regents with real women!

i “ ... and God said, ‘Let us make man in Our

Anticipating speaking Friday night at 9:40 PM! Image ... male and female created He them and He
(reflecting, praying, longing to connect with the men) blessed them and named them ‘Man’ (Genesis 5:1-2)

“CAN REAL MEN WALK WITH THE REAL GOD IN A REAL WORLD?” While on retreat with men from First

Alliance Church of Silver Spring, Maryland, | led them to engage with this question, a question that often fills
our hearts, a question that ever gnaws for an answer.

We spent extensive time in the Scriptures. We examined them alone, at tables, as a larger group. We put

pen to paper, studying redemption, discipleship, transformation (metamorphosis — 11 Corinthians 3:18).

... WALKING WITH THE REAL GOD ...

The Fall of Adam and Eve had horrific, far-reaching consequences. God only has a Plan A, no Plan B. The
Father, Son and Spirit commit to redeem, to ‘bring back’ -- the fallen male and female must be transformed, re-
created into the Image of the Second Adam (I Corinthians 15:45). In Jesus, we again see the Image that God
intended us to bear, to reflect. Very earthy, very human, very real!

‘Very good!’ -- God commended His crowning creation of male and female. In Hebrew, salvation means
health, wholeness, deliverance. Sin mars, destroys, kills ‘very good’ humans -- that pinnacle of God’s creation.

During our time October 8-10, we sought to embrace a surrendering to Jesus’ training regimen for being formed
anew as His Image-Bearers, as Real Men. Practicing the spiritual disciplines is essential to the transformative,
ongoing saving process. We wrestled with the implications of apprenticing ourselves to Rabbi Jesus:

“But what happens when we live God's way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the same way that fruit appears in an
orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with things, a
sense of compassion in the heart, and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find ourselves
involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and direct our energies wisely ...
Since this is the kind of life we have chosen, the life of the Spirit, let us make sure that we do not just hold it as an idea
in our heads or a sentiment in our hearts, but work out its implications in every detail of our lives." Galatians 5:22-26

Tim and Amy Ferrell
9931 Old Frederick Road, Ellicott City, MD 21042 ¢ 410-418-9688
timferrell@comcast.net ¢ http://home.navigators.org/us/staff/timferell//
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