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THE BIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING OF WORK  
By John Ridgway 

  
Many people ask the question ÒIs my work/employment important to God?Ó  or  ÒDoes He care if I 
make a computer or not?Ó  Sometimes we feel the “full-time Christian worker” is more in tune with 
God’s purposes and is fulfilling a higher calling.  The ordinary person (the laity) often feels that his/her 
contribution to God’s purposes is only marginal, compared with the full-time worker (the clergy). 
 
Let us examine the scriptures to see what GODÕS PERSPECTIVE ON WORK really is. 
 

ÒThus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.  By the seventh 
day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested 
from all his work.Ó  (Genesis 2:1-2 NIV). 

 
ÒThen God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all 
His work which God had created (Hebrew: bara) and made  
(Hebrew: aash).Ó  (Genesis 2:1-2 NASB). 

 
NOTES: 
 

 Created = bara (Hebrew) = calling into existence out of nothing 
 

 Made     = aash (Hebrew) = formed from an existing substance 
 

 God created on three levels : 
 

Genesis 1:1 Creation of basic elements of the physical cosmos 
 i.e., time, space (heavens) and mass 
 
Genesis 1:21 Creation of Consciousness  
Living (Hebrew: nephesh = soul/life) creatures 
 
Genesis 1:27 Creation of ÒImage of GodÓ in man 
 i.e., man was created like God. 
 

 
 Day 1  God formed (made) the physical elements of the cosmos 
 Day 2  God formed the atmosphere (sky) and the hydrosphere (seas) 
 Day 3  God formed the lithosphere (plants/trees) and biosphere 

 (above/below land) 
 Day 4  God formed the astrosphere (heavenly bodies) 
 Day 5 God formed life in the atmosphere and hydrosphere.  

 Life filled these spheres. 
 Day 6 God formed life in the lithosphere and biosphere.   

Life filled these spheres, including mankind, 
who was to Òfill the earth and subdue it.Ó 
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As you reflect on Genesis 1:1 – 2:3, what attributes of God do you see?  Describe the nature of his work 
in terms of the creative process.  Examine the way God works: His organizing, His defining, His 
classifying, His processes, His progression, His variation, His connectedness, His blessing, His resting, 
His purposes. 
 
Write down your thoughts on: 
 

 His attributes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The nature and way God works 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOW DO YOU UNDERSTAND GODÕS PURPOSE FOR YOU? 
 

ÒThe LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it.Ó  (Genesis 2:15). 
 
Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days 
of your life.Ó  (Genesis 3:17). 
 
 

Write down your thoughts including the affect sin had on this purpose. 
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Let us consider THE RESULTS OF WORKING AS WE SHOULD  
 

ÒHe who works his land will have abundant food, but he who chases fantasies lacks 
judgment.Ó (Proverbs 12:11) 
 
ÒAll hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.Ó  (Proverbs 14:23) 
 
ÒShe considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.  She sets 
about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks.  She sees that her trading 
is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night.Ó  (Proverbs 31:16-18). 
 
ÒHer children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: ÒMany 
women do noble things, but you surpass them all.Ó  Charm is deceptive, and beauty is 
fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.Ó (Proverbs 31:28-30). 
 
ÒGive her credit for all she does.  She deserves the respect of everyone.Ó  (Proverbs 
31:31, GNB). 
 
ÒPraise her or the many fine things she does.  These good deeds of hers shall bring her 
honour and recognition from even the leaders of the nations.Ó (Proverbs 31:31, LB). 

 
 
Record the results of working well from these verses. 
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The Book of ECCLESIASTES reveals DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF WORK 
 

ÒFor a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then he must leave 
all he owns to someone who has not worked for it.  This, too, is meaningless and a 
great misfortune.Ó (Ecclesiastes 2:21). 
 
ÒWhat does the worker gain from his toil?  I have seen the burden God has laid on 
men.  He has made everything beautiful in its time.  He has also set eternity in the 
hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.  I 
know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live.  
That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toilÑ this is the gift of 
God.Ó 
(Ecclesiastes 3:9-13). 
 
ÒAnd I saw that all labour and all achievement spring from manÕs envy of his 
neighbour.  This, too, is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.Ó  
(Ecclesiastes 4:4). 
 
ÒTwo are better than one, because they have a good return for their work.Ó  
(Ecclesiastes 4:9). 
 
ÒThen I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find 
satisfaction in his toilsome labour under the sun during the few days of life God has 
given him Ð for this is his lot.  Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and 
possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work 
Ð this is a gift of God. He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him 
occupied with gladness of heart.Ó  (Ecclesiastes 5:18-20). 
 
ÒIf the axe is dull and its edge unsharpened, more strength is needed but skill will 
bring successÓ (Ecclesiastes 10:10). 
 
ÒAs you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a motherÕs 
womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things.Ó  
(Ecclesiastes 11:5). 
 
 

Write down your observations on work from these passages in Ecclesiastes. 
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In the NEW TESTAMENT  we find “work” to mean all that God wants us to do on this earth.  Let 
us look at Ephesians 2:8-10. 
 

ÒFor it is by grace you have been saved, through faith Ð and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God Ð not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are GodÕs 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.Ó (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

 
 
Questions to consider: 
 

 Describe the three different usages of the word “work” in this passage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Write down the similarities (connectedness) and differences in these usages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Where does my employment, my family, my ministry, my responsibilities in society, etc., fit 
into the above descriptions? 
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Let us now look at the LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL  
 
 

ÒAs long as IÕm alive in this body, there is good work for me to do.Ó  (Philippians 1:22, 
Message) 
 
ÒPaul went to see them, and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and 
worked with them.  Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade 
Jews and Greeks.  When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted 
himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.Ó(Acts 
18:2a-5). 
 
ÒFor you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example.  We were not idle 
when we were with you, nor did we eat anyoneÕs food without paying for it.  On the 
contrary, we worked night and day, labouring and toiling so that we would not be a 
burden to any of you.  We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, 
but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow.  For even when we were with 
you, we gave you this rule: If a man will not work; he shall not eat.ÕÓ  
 (2 Thessalonians 3:7-10). 
 
 

Describe the various aspects of ÒworkÓ that Paul felt God wanted him to do. 
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Paul encouraged the COLOSSIAN believers in Colosssians 3:23, Òwhatever you (plural) do, work at it 
with all your heart, as working for the LORD, not for men.Ó 
 
 
As you examine these references in Colossians, note the various aspects of work that Paul focused on 
with these believers:  
 
 

 Colossians 1:10 
 
 
 

 Colossians 1:22-23 
 
 
 

 Colossians 2:6-8 
 
 
 

 Colossians 2:16, 20-22 
 
 
 

 Colossians 3:5-10 
 
 
 

 Colossians 3:16 
 
 
 

 Colossians 3:18-22, 4:1 
 
 
 

 Colossians 4:2 
 
 
 

 Colossians 4:6 
 
 
 

 Colossians 4:17 
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JESUS HIMSELF talked about His work. 
 

ÒJesus said to them, ÒMy Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am 
working.ÕÓ  (John 5:17) 
 
ÒNeither this man nor his parents sinned,Ó said Jesus, Òbut this happened so that the 
work of God might be displayed in his life.ÕÓ (John 9:3). 
 
ÒI have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.Ó  (John 
17:4) 

 
 
Write down you observations about Jesus and His work . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you REFLECT ON YOUR LIFE , think about the exhortation that Paul gave Archippus,  
 

ÒSee to it that you complete the work you have received in the LordÓ (Colossians 4:17) 
 
 
Write down what you believe is the work that God is calling you to do at this time. 
Write down as many aspects of this work as you can. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ÒWork is an expenditure of energy in service which brings fulfillment to the worker, benefit to the 
community and glory to God.Ó  John Stott 


