MISSIONS AND MY ROLE

World Vision and the Great Commission
1. What is God’s vision for the world? (Hab 2:14, Mt 24:14, Rev 7: 9,10)

2. What is the “Great Commission?” Analyze the following verses and write a conclusion
about God’s heart/plan for the nations from each:

Genesis 12:1-3 and 22:15-18
Isaiah 49:6

Matthew 9:35-38

Matthew 28:18-20

Mark 16:15

Luke 19:10

Luke 24:44-48

John 4:35

John 20:21-23

Acts 1:8

3. Write a personal/local application point for your role in the Great Commission from each
of the following.

A. Lover—Matthew 9:35-36; John 3:16; Il Peter 3:9
B. Prayer—Matthew 9:37-38

C. Giver—Romans 15:23-24

D. Sender—Acts 13:2-3

E. Goer—Mark 16:15

F. Taker—Il Tim 4:11

G. Promoter—John 4:31-35

H. Partner—I Thess 2:6-12

I Founder—Isa 58:10-12

Missions and the Call of God

Introduction: The Bible is clear that we are called first to God, and second to His service, but
how do we know what that service is?

1. What do you think is the difference in corporate calling and individual calling in
scripture? For example, we are all called to Jesus (Mt 9:13), but only some are called
to Macedonia (Acts 16:9,10).

2. What can you observe and conclude about God’s calling from the call of the following

l1|Page



individuals?

OBSERVE CONCLUDE
Abraham (Gen 12:1-3)

Moses (Ex 3:1-10)
Isaiah (Isa 6:1-8)
Jeremiah (Jer 1:4-10)
Disciples (Matt 4:18-22)
Paul (Acts 9:1-19)

3. What tools does God provide to help us discern our individual calling (His will for us
personally?

Prov 3:5,6
Prov 15:22
Isaiah 30:21
Rom 12:1,2
Eph 4:11-13
Phil 4:6,7

Il Tim 3:16,17

4. Psa 139:16 and Eph 2:10 speak of a design and destiny for our life. How do you think
this relates to God’s calling for our life or a specific decision in our life?

5.  We are corporately called to missions (Matt 28:19,20), but how do we find our personal
contribution in getting the Gospel to the ends of the earth (Rom 15:16)?

Write out what you speculate or sense that call might be for you personally?
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How to Craft and Launch Your Personal Missions Research
Plan

A. Ignite Your Missions Conviction
1. Prayer Through Missions Passages
a. Day of Prayer and Meditation
2. Embrace Your Passion
a. List Preferences/Dreams for ideal target, task, term
3. Write Your Personal Missions Statement
a. "Lord willing, by the grace of God, | will.."
B. Diagram Your Missions Configuration
1. List Top 2-3 Pros and Cons Toward Your Missions Involvement
a. Narrow and realistic focus on where you are currently
2. Assess Your Talents, Temperament, Training
a. Overlay of gifting, strengths/weaknesses, resume
3. Complete" "
a. Take to mentors/agencies for feedback/refinement
C. Launch Your Missions Contribution
1. Ongoing Research
a. ldentify openings with clusters of convergence for you (i.e., where many
of your preferences meet)
2. Negotiate a Fit (Take initiative to start a dialogue)
a. Two ways of Connection
i.  Responding to published openings
ii. Requesting a proposal based on your preferences and
configuration
3. Establish Your Long-term Plan of Action
a. Formulate and commit to a flexible do list
b. Transfer do list to calendar for implementation
c. Keep consulting with old and new mentors
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The Supremacy of God in Missions Through Worship [from
John Piper’s Let the Nations Be Glad]

Essentially, God's global orchestration of mobilizing laborers into the Great Commission can
be divided into 3 stunning movements: His Great Calling of workers (creating missions
sympathy), His Great Sending of workers (creating missions symmetry), and His Great
Blessing through workers to all nations with the gift of eternal and abundant life in Jesus
(creating missions symphony)!

The supporting work of the Holy Spirit among believers in this Great Commission symphony
is one of reminding us of the missions mandate to go to all, accompanied by placing a
missions mantra in our hearts for all nations, and finally guiding us through the missions
matrix from where we are to where He wants us to be in His Kingdom service.

Every believer has a contribution to make in this greatest of all God's creative masterpieces.
But how can you and | find our way into that role? Beginning at the trailhead of today, below
are some strategic steps for your personal missions map to get to, over and beyond your
missions' bridge. We expect your path will include the major mile markers of having your
passion awakened, vision focused, wisdom applied, mission launched, and destiny fulfilled.
So grab all your survival gear for the most exhilarating and eternally significant trek of your
life!

Exploring Pathways
Move toward what's out there for you, using the following guiding principles: Prayer-Psalm
32:8; Isaiah 30:21-commit your journey completely into His hands.

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship
doesn't. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When this age
is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of
God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever.

Worship, therefore is the fuel and goal of missions. It's the goal of missions because in
missions we simply aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of God's glory. The
goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God. "The Lord reigns; let
the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!" (Psalm 97:1). "Let the peoples praise
thee, O God; let all the peoples praise thee! Let the nations be glad and sing for Joy!" (Psalm
67:3-4).

But worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for God in worship precedes the offer of
God in preaching. You can't commend what you don't cherish. Missionaries will never call
out, "Let the nations be glad!", who cannot say from the heart, "l rejoice in the Lord.l will be
glad and exult in thee, | will sing praise to thy name, O Most High" (Psalm 104:34; 9:2).
Missions begins and ends in worship.

If the pursuit of God's glory is not ordered above the pursuit of man's good in the affections

of the heart and the priorities of the church, man will not be well served and God will not be
duly honored. I am not pleading for a diminishing of missions but for a magnifying God.
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When the flame of worship burns with the heat of God's true worth, the light of missions will
shine to most remote peoples on earth. And | long for that day to come!

Where passion for God is weak, zeal for missions will be weak. Churches that are not
centered on the exaltation of the majesty and beauty of God will scarcely kindle a fervent
desire to "declare his glory among the nations" (Psalm 96:3). Even outsiders feel the
disparity between the boldness of our claims upon the nations and the blandness of our
engagement with God.

Albert Einstein's Indictment

For example, Charles Misner, a scientific specialist in general relativity theory, expressed
Albert Einstein's skepticism over the church with words that should waken us to the
shallowness of our experience with God in worship.

"The design of the universe. is very magnificent and shouldn't be taken for granted." In fact, |
believe that is why Einstein had so little use for organized religion, although he strikes me as
a basically very religious man. He must have looked at what the preacher said about God
and felt that they were blaspheming. He had seen much more majesty than they had ever
imagined, and they were just not talking about the real thing. My guess is that he simply felt
that religions he'd run across did not have proper respect. for the author of the universe."

The charge of blasphemy is loaded. The point is to pack a wallop behind the charge that in
our worship services God simply doesn't come through for who he is. He is unwittingly
belittled. For those who are stunned by the indescribable magnitude of what God has made,
not to mention the infinite greatness of the One who made it, the steady diet on Sunday
morning of practical "how to's" and psychological soothing and relational therapy and
tactical planning seem dramatically out of touch with Reality-the God of overwhelming
greatness.

It is possible to be distracted from God in trying to serve God. Martha-like, we neglect the
one thing needful, and soon begin to present God as busy and fretful. AW. Tozer warned us
about this: "We commonly represent God as a busy, eager, somewhat frustrated Father
hurrying about seeking help to carry out His benevolent plan to bring peace and salvation to
the world. Too many missionary appeals are based upon this fancied frustration of Aimighty
God."

Scientists know that light travels at the speed of 5.87 trillion miles in a year. They also know
that the galaxy of which our solar system is a part is about 100,000 light-years in diameter-
about five hundred eighty seven thousand trillion miles. It is one of about a million galaxies
in the optical range of our most powerful telescopes. In our galaxy there are about 100
billion stars. The sun is one of them, a modest star burning at about 6,000 degrees
Centigrade on the surface, and traveling in an orbit at 155 miles per second, which means it
will take about 200 million years to complete a revolution around the galaxy.
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Scientists know these things and are awed by them. And they say "if there is a personal God,
as the Christians say, who spoke this universe into being, then there is a certain respect and
reverence and wonder and dread that would have to come through when we talk about him
and when we worship him."

We who believe the Bible know this even better than the scientists because we have heard
something even more amazing;

"To whom then will you compare me, that | should be like him?" says the Holy One. Lift up
your eyes on high and see who created these (stars)? He who brings out their host by
number, calling them all by name by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in
power no one is missing. (Isaiah 40:25-26)

Every one of the billions of stars in the universe is there by God's specific appointment. He
knows their number. And, most astonishing of all, he knows them by name. They do his
bidding as his personal agents. When they feel the weight of this grandeur in the heavens,
we have only touched the hem of his garment. "Lo, these are but the outskirts of his ways!
And how small a whisper do we hear of him" (Job 26:14).

That is why we cry "Be exalted, O God. Above the heavens!" (Psalm 57:5). God is the
absolute reality that everyone in the universe must come to terms with. Everything depends
utterly on his will. All other realities compare to him like a raindrop compares to the ocean,
or like an anthill compares to Mt. Everest. To ignore him or belittle him is unintelligible and
suicidal folly. How shall one ever be the emissary of this great God who has not trembled
before him with joyful wonder?

The Second Greatest Activity in the World

The most crucial issue in missions is the centrality of God in the life of the church. Where
people are not stunned by the greatness of God, how can they be sent with the ringing
message, "Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods!
(Psalm 96:4)? Missions is not first and ultimate: God is. And these are not just words. This
truth is the lifeblood of missionary inspiration and endurance. William Carey, the father of
modern missions, who set sail for India from England in 1793, expressed the connection:

"When | left England, my hope of India's conversion was very strong; but amongst so many
obstacles, it would die, unless upheld by God. Well, | have God, and His Word is true. Though
the superstitions of the heathen were a thousand times stronger than they are, and the
example of the Europeans a thousand times worse; though | were deserted by all and
persecuted by all, yet my faith, fixed on the sure Word, would rise above all obstructions and
overcome every trial. God's cause will triumph."

Carey and thousands like him have been moved by the vision of a great and triumphant

God. That vision must come first. Savoring it in worship precedes spreading it in missions. All
of history is moving toward one great goal, the white-hot worship of God and his Son among
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all the peoples of the earth. Missions is not that goal. It is the means. And for that reason it
is the second greatest human activity in the world.

God's Passion for God is the Foundation for Ours

One of the things God uses to make this truth take hold of a person and a church is the
stunning realization that it is also true for God himself. Missions is not God's ultimate goal,
worship is. And when this sinks into a person's heart everything changes. The world is often
turned on its head. And everything looks different-including the missionary enterprise.

The ultimate foundation for our passion to see God is his own passion to be glorified. God is
central and supreme in hi sown affections. There are no rivals for the supremacy of God's
glory in his own heart. God is not an idolater. He does not disobey the first and great
commandment. With all his heart and soul and strength and mind he delights in the glory of
his manifold perfections. The most passionate heart for God in all the universe is God's
heart.

This truth, more than any other | know, seals the conviction that worship is the fuel and goal
of missions. The deepest reason why our passion for God should fuel missions is that God's
passion for God fuels missions. Missions is the overflow of God's delight in being God. And
the deepest reason why worship is the goal in missions is that worship is God's goal. We are
confirmed in this goal by the Biblical record of God's relentless pursuit of praise among the
nations! Extol him, all peoples! (Psalm 117:1). If it is God's goal it must be our goal.

The Chief End of God is to Glorify God and Enjoy Himself for Ever

All my years of preaching and teaching on the supremacy of God in the heart of God have
proved that this truth hits most people like a truck laden with unknown fruit. If they survive
the impact, they discover that it is the most luscious fruit on the planet. | have unpacked this
truth with lengthy arguments in other places. So here | will just give a brief overview of the
Biblical basis. What | am claiming is that the answer to the first question of the Westminster
Catechism is the same when asked concerning God as it is when asked concerning man.
Question: "What is the chief end of man? Answer: "The chief end of man is to glorify God and
enjoy him for ever." Question: "What is the chief end of God?" Answer: "The chief end of God
is to glorify God and enjoy himself forever."

Another way to say it is simply, God is righteous. The opposite of righteousness is to value
and enjoy what is not truly valuable or rewarding. This is why people are called unrighteous
in Romans 1:18. They suppress the truth of God's value and exchange God for created
things. So they belittle God and discredit his worth. Righteousness is the opposite. It means
recognizing true value for what it is and esteeming it and enjoying it in proportion to its true
worth. The unrighteous in |l Thessalonians 2:10 perish because they refuse to love the truth.
The righteous, then, are those who welcome love for the truth. Righteousness is recognizing
and welcoming and loving and upholding what is truly valuable. God is righteous. This means
he recognizes, welcomes, loves and upholds with infinite jealousy and energy what is
infinitely valuable, namely, the worth of God. God's righteousness passion and delight is to
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display and uphold his infinitely valuable glory. This is not a vague theological conjecture. It
flows inevitably from dozens of Biblical texts that show God in relentless pursuit of praise
and honor from creation and consummation.

Probably no text in the Bible reveals the passion of God for his own glory more clearly and
bluntly than Isaiah 48:9-11 where God says,

"For my name's sake | defer my anger, for the sake of my praise | restrain it for you, that |
may not cut you off. Behold, | have refined you, but not like silver; | have tried you in the
furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, | do it, for how should my nhame be
profaned? My glory | will not give to another."

| have found that for many people those words come like six hammer blows to a man-
centered way of looking at the world:

For my name's sake!

For the sake of my praise!

For my own sake!

For my own sake!

How should my name be profaned? My glory | will not give to another!

What this text hammers home to us is the centrality of God in his own affections. The most
passionate heart for the glorification of God is God's heart. God's ultimate goal is to uphold
and display the glory of his name.

"For the Sake of His Name among All the Nations"

Paul makes crystal clear in Romans 1:5 that his mission and calling are for the name of
Christ among all the nations: "We have received grace and apostleship to bring about the
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations."

The apostle John described the motive of early Christian missionaries in the same way. He
wrote to tell one of his churches that they should send out Christian brothers in a manner
"worthy of God." And the reason he gives is that "they have gone out for the sake of his
name, taking nothing from the Gentiles." (Ill John 6-7).

John Stott comments on these two texts (Romans 1:5; Il John 7): "They knew that God had
super exalted Jesus, enthroning him at his right hand and bestowing upon him the highest
rank, in order that every tongue should confess his lordship. They longed that Jesus should
receive the honor due his name." This longing is not a dream but a certainty at the bottom of
all our hope, when everything else has given way, we stand on this great reality: the
everlasting, all-sufficient God is infinitely, unwaveringly, and eternally committed to the glory
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of his great and holy name. For the sake of his fame among the nations he will act. His
name will not be profaned forever. The mission of the church will be victorious. He will
vindicate his people and his cause in all the earth.

The absence of Brainerd's passion for God is the great cause of missionary weakness in the
churches. This was Andrew Murray's judgment a hundred years ago" "As we seek to find out
why, with such millions of Christians, the real army of God is fighting the hosts of darkness is
so small, the only answer is - lack of heart. The enthusiasm for the King."

The zeal of the church for the glory of her King will not rise until pastors and mission leaders
and seminary teachers make much more of the King. When the glory of God himself
saturates our preaching and teaching and conversation and writings, and when he
predominates above our talk of methods and strategies and psychological buzz words and
cultural trends, then the people reality of their lives and that the spread of his glory is more
important than all their possessions and all their plans.

The Call of God

God is calling us above all else to be the kind of people whose theme and passion is the
supremacy of God in all of life. No one will be able to rise to the magnificence of the
missionary cause who does not feel the magnificence of Christ. There will be no big world
vision without a big God. There will be no passion to draw others into our worship where
there is no passion for worship.

God is pursuing with omnipotent passion a worldwide purpose of gathering joyful worshipers
for himself from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. He has an inexhaustible
enthusiasm for the supremacy of his name among the nations. Therefore let us bring our
affections into line with his, and, for the sake of his name, let us renounce the quest for
worldly comforts, and join his global purpose. If we do this, God's omnipotent commitment to
his name will be over us like a banner, we will not lose, in spite of many tribulations (Acts
9:16; Romans 8:35-39). Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is.
Missions exists because worship doesn't. The Great Commission is first to delight yourself in
the Lord (Psalm 37:4). And then to declare, "Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!" (Psalm
67:4) In this way God will be glorified from the beginning to end worship will empower the
missionary enterprise till the coming of the Lord.

Great and wonderful are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O
King of the ages! Who shall not fear and glorify your name, O Lord? For you alone are holy.
All nations shall come and worship you, for your judgments have been revealed. Revelation
15:34

[These materials written or compiled by Mark Stebbins, The Navigators USIMG]
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