Encountering Jesus

Mary, Martha, Lazarus & Jesus

John 11:1-46

INow a man named Lazarus
was sick. He was from Beth-
any, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. 2This
Mary, whose brother Laza-
rus now lay sick, was the
same one who poured per-
fume on the Lord and wiped
his feet with her hair. 3So
the sisters sent word to
Jesus, "Lord, the one you
love is sick."

4When he heard this, Jesus
said, "This sickness will not
end in death. No, it is for
God's glory so that God's
Son may be glorified
through it." 5Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. 6Yet when he
heard that Lazarus was sick,
he stayed where he was two
more days.

"Then he said to his disci-
ples, "Let us go back to
Judea."

8'But Rabbi," they said, "a
short while ago the Jews
tried to stone you, and yet
you are going back there?"
9Jesus answered, "Are there
not twelve hours of daylight?
A man who walks by day will
not stumble, for he sees by
this world's light. 101t is when
he walks by night that he
stumbles, for he has no
light."

1After he had said this, he
went on to tell them, "Our
friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep; but | am going there
to wake him up."

12Hjs disciples replied,
"Lord, if he sleeps, he will
get better." 13Jesus had
been speaking of his death,

but his disciples thought he
meant natural sleep.

1450 then he told them
plainly, "Lazarus is dead,
15and for your sake | am
glad I was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us
go to him."

16Then Thomas (called Didy-
mus) said to the rest of the
disciples, "Let us also go,
that we may die with him."
170n his arrival, Jesus found
that Lazarus had already
been in the tomb for four
days. 18Bethany was less
than two miles from Jerusa-
lem, %and many Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to
comfort them in the loss of
their brother. 2When Martha
heard that Jesus was com-
ing, she went out to meet
him, but Mary stayed at
home.

2"Lord," Martha said to
Jesus, "if you had been
here, my brother would not
have died. 22But | know that
even now God will give you
whatever you ask."

23Jesus said to her, "Your
brother will rise again."
24Martha answered, "I know
he will rise again in the res-
urrection at the last day."
25Jesus said to her, "l am
the resurrection and the life.
He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies;
2gnd whoever lives and
believes in me will never die.
Do you believe this?"
21"Yes, Lord," she told him,
"| believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, who
was to come into the world."

28And after she had said
this, she went back and
called her sister Mary aside.
"The Teacher is here," she
said, "and is asking for you."
2\When Mary heard this, she
got up quickly and went to
him. 30Now Jesus had not
yet entered the village, but
was still at the place where
Martha had met him.
31When the Jews who had
been with Mary in the
house, comforting her, no-
ticed how quickly she got up
and went out, they followed
her, supposing she was
going to the tomb to mourn
there.

32When Mary reached the
place where Jesus was and
saw him, she fell at his feet
and said, "Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would
not have died."

3When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who
had come along with her
also weeping, he was
deeply moved in spirit and
troubled. 34"Where have you
laid him?" he asked.

"Come and see, Lord," they
replied.

35Jesus wept.

3%6Then the Jews said, "See
how he loved him!"

37But some of them said,
"Could not he who opened
the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from
dying?" 38Jesus, once more
deeply moved, came to the
tomb. It was a cave with a
stone laid across the en-
trance. 39"Take away the
stone," he said.
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"But, Lord," said Martha, the
sister of the dead man, "by this
time there is a bad odor, for he
has been there four days."
40Then Jesus said, "Did | not tell
you that if you believed, you
would see the glory of God?"
41S0 they took away the stone.
Then Jesus looked up and said,
"Father, | thank you that you
have heard me. 42| knew that
you always hear me, but | said
this for the benefit of the people
standing here, that they may
believe that you sent me."
4When he had said this, Jesus
called in a loud voice, "Lazarus,
come out!" 44The dead man
came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with strips of linen, and
a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, "Take off the
grave clothes and let him go."
4Therefore many of the Jews
who had come to visit Mary, and
had seen what Jesus did, put
their faith in him. 46But some of
them went to the Pharisees and
told them what Jesus had done.
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Questions to Ponder

1. What was the purpose of Lazarus’ sickness?

2. What places in this passage seem surprising to you?

3. What was the first response from Mary and Martha when Jesus arrived?

4. Did Martha believe that Jesus could raise Lazarus? Did she fully understand Jesus’ meaning?

5. Who did Jesus say was in control of life and death?

6. What do you think is the significance of Jesus’ tears?

7. What was the response of those who saw Lazarus raised?

8. How do you respond to Jesus’ question to Martha in verse 26?

Personal Questions About This Passage
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Inside Story Headline

This story can fit 150-200 words.

One benefit of using your newsletter as
a promotional tool is that you can reuse
content from other marketing materials,
such as press releases, market studies,
and reports.

While your main goal of distributing a
newsletter might be to sell your product
or service, the key to a successful news-

letter is making it useful to your readers.

A great way to add useful content to
your newsletter is to develop and write
your own articles, or include a calendar
of upcoming events or a special offer
that promotes a new product.

You can also research articles or find
“filler” articles by accessing the World
Wide Web. You can write about a vari-

ety of topics but try to keep your articles

short.

Much of the content you put in your
newsletter can also be used for your
Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a
simple way to convert your newsletter
to a Web publication. So,
when you’re finished writ-
ing your newsletter, con-
vert it to a Web site and
post it.

Caption describing picture or
graphic.

Inside Story Headline

This story can fit 100-150 words.

The subject matter that appears in news-

letters is virtually
endless. You can
include stories that
focus on current
technologies or inno-
vations in your field.

You may also want
to note business or
economic trends, or

““To catch the reader's

attention, place an interesting

sentence or quote from the

story here.”

Some newsletters include a column that
is updated every issue, for instance, an
advice column, a book review, a letter
from the president, or an editorial. You
can also profile new employees or top
customers or vendors.

make predictions for your customers or
clients.

If the newsletter is dis-
tributed internally, you
might comment upon
new procedures or im-
provements to the busi-
ness. Sales figures or
earnings will show how
your business is grow-

ing.

Inside Story Headline

This story can fit 75-125 words.

Selecting pictures or graphics is an im-
portant part of adding content to your
newsletter.

Think about your article and ask your-
self if the picture supports or enhances
the message you’re trying to convey.
Avoid selecting images that appear to
be out of context.

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands
of clip art images from which you can
choose and import into your newsletter.
There are also several tools you can use
to draw shapes and symbols.

Once you have chosen an
image, place it close to
the article. Be sure to
place the caption of the
image near the image.

Caption describing picture or graphic.




Primary Business Address
Your Address Line 2
Your Address Line 3
Your Address Line 4

This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your organization. It

might include the purpose of the organization, its mission, founding date, and a brief

history. You could also include a brief list of the types of products, services, or pro-

grams your organization offers, the geographic area covered (for example, western

U.S. or European markets), and a profile of the types of customers or members served.

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want more informa-

tion about the organization.

Back Page Story Headline

This story can fit 175-225
words.

If your newsletter is folded
and mailed, this story will

appear on the back. So, it’s a

good idea to make it easy to
read at a glance.

A question and answer ses-
sion is a good way to
quickly capture the attention
of readers. You can either
compile questions that
you’ve received since the
last edition or you can sum-
marize some generic ques-
tions that are frequently
asked about your organiza-
tion.

A listing of names and titles
of managers in your organi-
zation is a good way to give
your newsletter a personal
touch. If your organization
is small, you may want to
list the names of all employ-
ees.

If you have any prices of
standard products or ser-

vices, you can include a
listing of those here. You
may want to refer your read-
ers to any other forms of
communication that you’ve
created for your organiza-
tion.

You can also use this space
to remind readers to mark
their calendars for a regular
event, such as a breakfast
meeting for vendors every
third Tuesday of the month,
or a biannual charity auc-
tion.

If space is available, this is a
good place to insert a clip art
image or some other
graphic.



